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The original intent of testing was to determine how well a student could recall information read in text, or
disseminated by the instructor regardless of the learners' disposition, Today, tests are being designed to assess
student's abilities through the use of alternate assessments developed in response to federal legation to
determine educational standards for all students, The wrinkle however is how best to provide an appropriate
method of measuring progress towards standards for students who are not able to participate in general
performance assessments, In 2002, President George W, Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB) that requires annual testing of public school children in third through eighth grades, The aim was to
use the results to help children, parents, and teachers know the depth of learning that is taking place and
administer extra help if needed, School districts across the nation use the results of standardized tests to
determine how successful current curriculum teaches different skills creating a standard measure, The
standard measure was put into place to allow schools to determine a student's ability and knowledge, and to
determine relative success of the districts' plan of implementation, While the intent is well placed, the results
do not always complete the task because standardized test results are disproportionately higher in more
affluent communities because of their socioeconomic circumstances, The tests also fail to make allowances for
the accommodations required by students with learning disabilities to a degree that would allow for the data
to be considered in the states' assessment.




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Controversy exists between how best to assess a widely varying school 
population, and public school teachers and their students are caught up in this 
controversy.  Teachers have a responsibility to help students understand and deal 
intelligently with this controversy as they teach the material to their students as part of 
their content curriculum. To inform the discretion of their students, and enable them to 
deal sensibly with the controversy between methods, teachers much help their students 
understand the issues involving them and the methods of the course. The theory 
underlying high-stakes accountability oversimplifies how behavior is conditioned by 
rewards and punishments.  Extrinsic sources of motivation actually undermine natural 
curiosity and a student's enjoyment of learning. Punitive consequences achieve temporary 
compliance at the cost of demoralizing teachers and students.  The fundamental criticism 
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of high-stakes accountability systems is that they rely excessively on extrinsic motivation 
at the expense of intrinsic motivation. Some of the negative consequences of high-stakes 
accountability systems include higher dropout and retention rates, lower motivation, 
teaching to the test, and unethical test preparation.
The one clear conclusion regarding alternate assessment systems is the conscious 
opinion that they need to undergo the same degree of scrutiny as general education 
assessments.  The critical element of standards-based reform is the notion that well 
designed; high-quality tests will be the impetus for improving instructional practices.  But 
the reality is that assessment is only a piece of a well constructed curriculum that all 
students require to be successful.  And although considerable practical challenges exist 
when developing assessments for students with disabilities, it will remain a worthy 
exercise to help ensure proper testing for all students.
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Appendix A
Special Education Evaluation Survey
1. What specific strategies, if any, have you provided to help prepare students for 
standardized tests?
2. To what extent, if any, do you believe these strategies (referenced in question 1) 
have been successful?
3. What specific strategies, if any, do you believe would be helpful to prepare 
students for standardized tests that you current do not employ?
4. What training, if any, have you received that would allow you to successfully 
prepare students for standardized tests?
5. What skills, if any, have you develop as a result of your position and experience 
to help students be successful on standardized tests?
6. Do you believe that all students be required to take standardized tests?  (If 
possible, please elaborate your answer.)
7. Are there any alternative assessments you believe should or could be used to 
assess students who have IEP’s?
8. To what extent, if any, do you believe the assessments (referenced in question 7) 
could or have been successful?
9. To what extent, if any do you believe academic support (study skills) have on 
student grade point averages?
10. To what extent, if any, do you believe academic support (study skills) have on 
students scores on standardized tests?
11. Are there alternatives to academic support (study skills) that you believe would be 
beneficial to students with IEP’s?
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